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Method

INTERVIEW DATES: April 16-23, 2008

SAMPLE SIZE & MODE: 504 random digital dial (RDD) telephone interviews

DESIGN: Representative survey of Nebraskans

MARGIN OF ERROR: ±4.5 percentage points at the 95% confidence level

NOTE: 

All numbers reported are percentages. Percentages may not 
always add to 100 due to rounding. Values less than 0.5 
percent are indicated by an asterisk (*). “VOL.” indicates that 
a response was volunteered by the respondent, and not 
offered as an explicit choice.
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9 in 10 Nebraskans currently have health insurance
1 in 10 say they have no coverage

Medicaid
2%

Something else
6%

Self-purchased 
plan
9%

Medicare
20%

Employer or 
union plan

53%

Uninsured 10%
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7%

46%

18%

29%

Under $1,000 Between $1,000 and
$5,000

$5,000 or more Don't know/refused
(VOL.)

Nearly 1 in 5 insured Nebraskans spend 
$5,000 or more per year on health care
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3 in 10 Nebraskans said they had problems paying                
for medical services in the past year

31%

20%

18%

15%

69%

Problem paying for at least one
service

Hospital visit

Prescriptions

Doctor's visit

No problems
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3 in 10 Nebraskans said they postponed or skipped
medical services in the past year

12%

66%

22%

27%

34%Postponed or skipped at least
one service

Doctor's visit

Filling a prescription

Hospital procedure

Did not postpone/skip
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In fact, 3 in 10 insured Nebraskans had trouble paying and 
postponed or skipped medical care to save money last year

31%
26%

23%21%

14%13%

Have trouble
affording plan

Do not have
good

pharmacy
benefit

Do not have
regular doctor

Do not have
yearly check

up

Had trouble
paying for a

medical
service last

year

Postponed or
skipped care

to save
money

*  U.S. Census Bureau 2006 Current Population Survey (CPS): Annual Social and Economic Supplements

The Insured in Nebraska: 9 in 10 Adults
Estimated 1.1 Million Nebraskan adults*
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The picture is bleak for the uninsured: 
4 in 10 said they were denied coverage, and 8 in 10 had 

trouble paying for medical care last year

66%
76%

48%
57%

40%

Denied coverage Do not have
regular doctor

Do not have
yearly check up

Had trouble
paying for a

medical service
last year

Postponed or
skipped care to

save money

*  U.S. Census Bureau 2006 Current Population Survey (CPS): Annual Social and Economic Supplements

The Uninsured in Nebraska: 1 in 10 Adults
Estimated 165,000 Nebraskan adults*
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Controlling or reducing 
health care costs

Expanding access to health care 
coverage

Research and cures for diseases

Preserving Medicare/Medicaid

Improving the quality of health 
care

Other

50%

20%

5%

2%

2%

11%

Cost and coverage are top-of-mind issues 
for Nebraskans 
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53%

23%

46%

24%

51%

14%

Controlling or reducing health
care costs

Expanding access to health
care coverage

Cost and coverage are issues of parallel importance 
across Congressional Districts*

District One District Two District Three

*  There are no statistically significant differences between any Nebraska Congressional Districts.
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“We need coverage for uninsured kids.”

The cost is out of range. I know for myself it’s very 
difficult to afford – I am a diabetic – it’s very 

difficult to see the doctor as much as I need to.”

“(The) cost of 
prescription drugs 

even with co-pay is 
too expensive.”

“I think we’re 
being charged 
too much at 
the doctors 

and hospitals, 
and a lot of 
people don’t 

get help 
because they 
can’t afford it.”

“We can’t find affordable health care. Everything is 
just too expensive - and if you find a good health 

plan, you can’t afford it anyway.”

“Everyone 
needs to 

have 
insurance.”

“People who don’t have health coverage –
because it’s a life quality issue.”

“No one 
should be 

without 
health care”

Coverage

Most Important Health Care Issues

“I'm concerned about people who are on 
limited financial restraints. The rising cost of 
healthcare is just off the deep end. You can't 

understand it - the price of healthcare and 
the amount of people who can't afford it.”

“Every part of 
medical care is high-

priced, from 
insurance costs to 

doctor visits.”

Cost
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Even though most Nebraskans are covered, 
8 in 10 worry about losing their coverage

The rising cost of health care 

Being diagnosed with a serious disease

Not being able to afford the 
health care you need

Not being able to afford 
health care coverage

Losing your health care coverage

Getting dropped from your insurance or 
not being able to sign up for insurance 

because of a health care condition
52%

60%

60%

63%

60%

78%

19%

18%

21%

20%

26%

17%

Big concern Moderate concern

95%

86%

83%

81%

78%

71%
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Health care concerns are comparable 
across Congressional Districts 

Percent Saying BIG Concern Congressional District
One Two Three

Rising cost of health care 78 77 78
Losing your health care coverage 59 57 63
Not being able to afford the health care you need 64 63 62
Being diagnosed with a serious disease 55 62 62
Getting dropped from your insurance or not 
being able to sign up for insurance because of a 
health care condition

44 49 60*

* Statistically significant difference between percentages in Congressional District Three and One (60% vs. 44%, respectively).
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Nebraskans overwhelmingly support 
efforts to increase coverage and reduce costs

Improve quality and reduce errors

Ensure access to doctors

Provide incentives for prevention

Ensure access to treatments and 
prescriptions

Lower insurance premiums

Incentivize employers to offer 
affordable employee coverage

Increase the number of covered 
Nebraskans

Ensure no Nebraskan goes bankrupt 
due to health

Provide affordable health coverage for 
all Nebraskans

Reduce or eliminate prevention 
/disease-management co-pays 41%

72%

75%

68%

68%

79%

77%

70%

82%

77%

36%

18%

17%

25%

26%

16%

20%

26%

13%

20%

Strongly support Somewhat support
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Large majorities across demographic groups support making sure 
there is an affordable plan for all—regardless of health status

96%93%94%92%96%90%94%94%93%98%89%94%

5%6%5%7%3%10%
3%6%7%1%10%6%
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Support

Oppose

Percent support making sure there is an affordable plan available to 
everyone, regardless of the status of their health
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95%
93%

92%

Support crosses Nebraska’s Congressional Districts
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8 in 10 Nebraskans support requiring
all Nebraskans to sign up for an affordable plan

94%
76%

22%

Make sure there is an affordable plan 
available to everyone, regardless of the 

status of their health

Make sure there is an affordable plan 
available to everyone, regardless of the 
status of their health, AND require all 

Nebraskans to sign up for some kind of 
health care coverage

94% Support
76% Support

6% Oppose

22% Oppose
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Support for a sign-up requirement
is higher in Nebraska than it is nationally

Support making sure there is an affordable plan
available for all, with a sign-up requirement

Support a plan that requires individuals to buy
insurance or pay a fine, with financial help

76% of 
Nebraskans

59% of 
Americans

*  NPR/Kaiser Family Foundation/Harvard School of Public Health 

Survey of 1,704 adults, February 14-24, 2008.
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Demographic Profile

Male

Female

Have children

18-34

35-54

55+

College Graduate

Following is the demographic profile of survey respondents:

Annual Inc. < $40,000

$40,000 - $99,999

$100,000+

Republican

Democrat

Independent

Other

50%
50%

32%
37%

31%

37%

43%

31%

15%

39%

25%

26%

3%

60%
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For more information about the survey:

Mark David Richards, PhD
Senior Vice President

mrichards@krcresearch.com

KRC Research
700 13th Street NW

Washington, DC 20005
+1 202 628 1118

2008 Survey of Nebraskans
On Health Care Issues

Prepared for


